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Editor: Alex Havasy 

Where and When Page: 
Sena Havasy 

Humanist Forums 
All forums are simultaneously available on Zoom. Forums locations will be announced online. You can get both 

the Zoom location and venue from meetup.com/humanistcommunity or from www.humanists.org. 

 

Scroll down to 

Where and When Page. 

 

Board of Directors 
President:           Scott Wakefield 
Vice President & 
        Treasurer:          Carl Angotti 

Recorder:          open 
Members at Large: 
Paul Gilbert          Marie Stephens 

 

World Humanist Congress will NOT Meet in the U.S.A. in 2026  

 

The following was excerpted from an email from Jen Scott, the Chair 

of the Board of American Atheists. 

Due to The deportation of legal immigrants, detentions and refusals 

of admission to visitors of the United States, and travel restrictions, it 

is impossible for American Atheists to guarantee or even make 

reasonable assurances regarding the admissibility of international 

guests from key regions of the world, nor is it feasible for us to 

ensure the security of those who are granted entry to the United 

States or to mitigate against the still unknown events of the coming 

year.  

Therefore, the board and staff of American Atheists have 

withdrawn our organization as host of the 2026 World 

Humanist Congress, originally scheduled to be held next August 

in Washington, D.C. Instead,  it will take place August 7-9, 2026, in 

Ottawa, Canada. Our neighbors to the north remain steadfast in their 

commitment to pluralism and protections for human rights. 

 The Trump administration has created an environment that is not only incompatible with our values but also 

inhospitable to members of our global secular community who risk being detained, surveilled, or harassed at our 

borders. 

We are witnessing the dismantling of foundational freedoms and the weaponization of the state to stifle dissent, 

suppress civil society, and silence voices like ours. The repressive actions of this regime not only obstruct our 

ability to gather in peace but strike at the very heart of what our community stands for.  

 

Jen Scott 
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