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Humanist Forums 
All forums are simultaneously available on Zoom. Forums locations will be announced online. You can get both 

the Zoom location and venue from meetup.com/humanistcommunity or from www.humanists.org. 

 
Scroll down to 
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Board of Directors 
President:           Scott Wakefield 
Vice President & 
        Treasurer:          Carl Angotti 

Recorder:          open 
Members at Large: 
Paul Gilbert          Marie Stephens 

 

Where Should I Send My Kids to College? 

The information below if from a 2013 talk at Google Zeitgeist by 
Malcolm Gladwell about what he called Elite Institution Cognitive 
Disorder. He described it as a “scourge” that makes us waste time, 
effort and money on institutions that don’t benefit us such elite colleges. 

Two economists, John Connelly and Allie Under, looked at the 
publication records of graduates of economic PhD programs at 
American universities in the six years after they took an academic 
position, 

What they found is, the Harvard students in the 99th percentile of their 
PhD program, on average, publish 4.31 journal articles in their first six 
years after graduation. Same with M.I.T at 4.73. All the way down the 
list. But the 55th percentile at Harvard, maybe the 12th smartest people 
at the greatest economics program in the world, publish 0.07 journal 
articles in their first six years. Basically they're not publishing at all. 

Graduates of non-top 30 schools publish, on average, 3.13 journal 
articles in their first six years. More than everyone at the top schools 
except for the 99th percentile 

So, in a school which is collecting the most brilliant, everyone, except 
for the very best students, is basically a flop.  

What it means, first, when hiring, you should hire on the basis of class 
rank, and be indifferent to the institution attended. And second, if you 
have kids going to college, you should not send them to the best 
institution they can get into. 
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