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THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION  

OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

(NPT) 

   Preamble (excerpt)    

   Desiring to further the easing of international 

tension and the strengthening of trust between 

States in order to facilitate the cessation of the 

manufacture of nuclear weapons, the liquidation 

of all their existing stockpiles, and the elimination 

from national arsenals of nuclear weapons and 

the means of their delivery pursuant to a Treaty 

on general and complete disarmament under 

strict and effective international control….  



THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION  

OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

(NPT) 

   Article II 

   Each non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the 
Treaty undertakes not to receive the transfer 
from any transferor whatsoever of nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices or 
of control over such weapons or explosive 
devices directly, or indirectly; not to manufacture 
or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices; and not to seek or 
receive any assistance in the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive 
devices. 



THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION  

OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

(NPT) 

   Article VI 

   Each of the Parties to the Treaty 
undertakes to pursue negotiations in good 
faith on effective measures relating to 
cessation of the nuclear arms race at an 
early date and to nuclear disarmament, 
and on a treaty on general and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective 
international control. 



THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION  

OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

(NPT) 

   Article IV 

  1. Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as affecting 
the inalienable right of all the Parties to the Treaty to 
develop research, production and use of nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes without discrimination and in 
conformity with Articles I and II of this Treaty. 

   2. All the Parties to the Treaty undertake to facilitate, and 
have the right to participate in, the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and 
technological information for the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy…. 
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Guess who's building nuclear 

power plants?  

    

   You are about to see an ad from the 

1970s purchased by a number of U.S. 

power companies to convince Americans 

of the necessity and safety of nuclear 

energy.  

    





THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION  

OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

(NPT) 

   Article VII 

   Nothing in this Treaty affects the right of 

any group of States to conclude regional 

treaties in order to assure the total 

absence of nuclear weapons in their 

respective territories. 





The labeled countries could be in a Middle East Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone or 

Weapons of Mass Destruction-Free Zone. This map from the International Panel 

on Fissile Materials report adopts a United Nations suggestion that such a zone 

could include "all States directly connected to current conflicts in the region: the 

League of Arab States and the Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel." (Credit: 

Tsering Wangyal Shawa, Princeton University).  
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